Qu County Labour and Social Security Bureau Document

Issued by the Qu Labour Bureau [2008] No. 106

Regarding Reply to, and Opinions on the Forwarding of Hansheng's Petition
Masses' Work Bureau, Party Committee of Qu County, Chinese Communist Party:

We acknowledge receipt of correspondence on 8 December 2008, in which your
bureau forwarded Hansheng's petition. Our bureau attaches great importance to this
matter. Following the instructions of Li Xiangzhi, Secretary of the Municipal Party
Committee, Deng Yuhua, Secretary of the County Party Committee, and county head, Li
Chuan, the Labour Bureau is coordinating the joint efforts of the law courts, the Mine
Management Bureau and the Longtan hamlet government to seriously investigate and
verify once again the facts of the case. With regard to Xiao Huazhong's occupational
illness there is no labour relationship with the Workers and Peasants coalmine of Qu
County. After Xiao Huazhong left the Workers and Peasants coalmine of Qu County in
July 2001 to work in Hantianba coalmine of Kaijiang County, there is no evidence of any
kind that he has ever returned to work at the Workers and Peasants coalmine. The current
owner of Hantianba coalmine has long leased out the mine, and his whereabouts are
unknown. In 2003, Xiao Huazhong returned to the ninth commune of Longtan hamlet,
Longtan village, and was commune leader for many years, before being diagnosed with
occupational illness in 2007. He is now 61 years old.

Qu County Labour and Social Security Bureau responded to Comrade Xiao
Huazhong's request of compensation for his occupational illness on 14 October 2007. In
accordance with our bureau's reply, Xiao Huazhong lodged an appeal at the People's
Court, against Liao Xing’an, mine manager of the Workers and Peasants coal-mine. Last
year, the county court attempted mediation, but with no results, and the eventual ruling
rejected his claim. Xiao Huazhong appealed to the intermediate court, with the case
scheduled for hearing in the People's First Courtroom on 24 December 2008. With regard
to the above proceedings, our bureau has already discussed and determined the Xiao
Huazhong case with the Longtan hamlet government; in the meantime it is being further
tried in the intermediate court with no results yet, but as the local Party Committee
government, we must assume the noble position in viewing the interests of the masses as
no small matter. It is a fact that Xiao Huazhong's family is experiencing hardship as a
result of his illness. We have responsibility towards helping Xiao Huazhong resolve some
basic difficulties, and the village government of Longtan has made clear to Xiao
Huazhong that it will offer him assistance in resolving certain of his difficulties, and to
help him in applying for improved benefits. Xiao immediately expressed grateful thanks,
and he intends to withdraw his complaint at the intermediate court tomorow, pledging
that he will not appeal again.

Qu County Labour and Social Security Bureau
19 December 2008
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